ASPENHOME

|
| i | |
TALY \ ”"_ '
YU L AR IH
- i Y A"
VIRGINA !'-Tf:
‘RA Yiledn ),
I\ s LAl
AMILYSSPAG

fﬂ! hhilf l:‘ﬁ“ |: _ﬂ

HAT'S OLD IS NEW Lf-__r"l_lu

J_u;"____t RIGHT



The Inside Story

-\1- . . 1 ‘e < N XT
Gharacter Study
THE TEAM AT ID INTERIORS HAS A KNACK FOR CAPTURING THE ESSENCE
OF A HOMEOWNER'S STYLE

BY SUSANMAH LUTHI



As desien influences. Kristin Jensen ciles John

Naladino. Christian Liaigre. Andrée Pulman.
and Rose Tarlow: “They don't gel carried away.
[1s honest desien thal stands on ils own merils.”

Kristin Jensen and Michaele Dunsdon, prin-
cipals of t he Aspen design firm 113 Interiors, have
covered a lot of ground in their 20 years of working
together. They've collaborated with clients—inelud-
ing ULS. Senator Dianne Feinstein and producer/
director lvan Reitman—in the Roaring Fork Valley
and farther afield, such as England and Australia.
Thev've worked side by side with leading architects,
including California-based Howard Backen (on the
AD 100 list) and locals David Warner and Charles
Cunniffe. And they've run the gamur on projects,
trom the traditional red-fAannel-and-leather log cab-
in motif to mountain contemporary to urban chic.

One kevstone, however, remains constant in all
of their work: character. No matter whom the client,
Jensen and Dunsdon make sure that the character
of a home stays true 1o that of its owners. At the
sume time, their !'.urnjq:l:tﬁ channel what makes these
two women so special—their humor, diversity, and
imagination, which they convey through creative usc
of space and light.

“Get them involved early in a project,” says
longtime client Mark Savage, who met Jensen
and Dunsdon 13 years ago while refurbishing a
home in Aspen’s West End and has since hired
them for six additional jobs. "Ith':I.'ITL' berter than
most architects.”

The two first connected shortly after Jensen
moved to the Roaring Fork Valley from Denver,
to “ski for a little bit,” in the late 1970s. Jensen has
a degree in interior design and Dunsdon a degree
in fine arts, with a strong interest in design. (*My
husband is a contractor, and my father was a car-
penter,” she says, “I've always been in the business.”)
The women began working together at Bethune and
Moore, an Aspen design firm, and after it closed,
Dunsdon persuaded Jensen to strike out indepen-

dently, but together.

waw. ResortHomeMagazine.com



Their first project

a 7,500-square-foot Snow-
mass home that “back then was really big,” notes
Dunsdon—showed them not only that they could
suceessfully join forces, but also that doing so
was fun,

Since then, Jensen and Dunsdon have been
written up in Moauntain Living, Colorads Homes and
Lifestyles, and Western Interiors and Deggn, bur they
prefer to keep a low profile, “We're kind of quict,”
savs Dunsdon. “We don't want the egos.”

About a third of the firm's work is commercial;
recent jobs include rooms at The Lirtle Nell and up-
dates ar Aspen’s Cigar Bar lounge and adjacent Su

Casa restaurant

“You're a psychologist and counselor. |
And once you have a feeling of the
house and the owners. it flows.”
—Michaele Dunsdon |

Typically, the two collaborate on about half the proj
eots r1u-:|.- tuke on. junx'f.'n loves the initial ]ﬂ.!rluil':yl
and layout. “T like to see how it all fits together and
to try to do something ditferent,” she says. During
the planning phase with one client, for instance, “we
were talking about how we all love 1o read and how
great it is to have a special spot for it,” Jensen recalls.
Inspi red, she ereated a window seat in an unexpected
[‘l‘“'." off the kitchen and family room, which serves
as a special litle reading nook. “1t's now one of their
favorite spaces,” she says,

Dunsdon’s favorite pare is the accessonzing—

["lI;lil'l_‘.L it all [II_'_:I.':"'I{."I,.I she BAVE anid -'-]}r:-E'I-pin-_:

(Jensen calls her partner a “shopper extraordinaire.”)




Favorite sources include, locally, Fraiche Home, in
Basalt, for contemporary soft goods and accesso
ries, and Aspen Design Works, in Carbondale, for
its handerafted wood furniture and custom cabin-
etry. Outside the valley the designers favor Town,
at the Denver Design Districr, for modern furnish-
ings from boutique firms; Four Winds Antiques,
in Santa Fe; and, in Los Angeles, Dos Gallos for
Latin American antiques and Rituals for lodge- and
ranch-style picces.

The 113 Interiors stvle is, says Jensen, “clean
and timeless.” They soften what's harsh and mitigate
what's massive—for example, as on a recent proj-

ect, using wood pancling and beams to bring a lofty
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drywall ceiling down to a more human scale. *We want
people to be the stars of the interior,” says Jensen, who ad-
mits it can be a challenge to instill that sense in some of
Aspen’s more immense homes. Using color to make walls
pop is another technigque they rely on to warm up a room,
And they're experts at determining whar their clients really
want. “You're a psychologist and counselor,” says Dunsdon.
“And once you have a feeling of the house and the owners,
it Aows.”

Getting the feel of the owners was key in a project
like Feinstein's mesa-top log cabin, in which they melded

the senator’s preference for East Coast elegance with her
hushand’s penchant for Asian maotifs. “The project drives
the inspiration,” Jensen says. “The result doesn't look like
us. It represents the client. There's no cookie-cutter look.”

The projects the pair has done with Savage—includ-
ing a beach house in Australia, a ski lodge in Taos, and
a Southwestern-style home in Albuquerque—reflect the

varicty they love to explore. "They're incredibly unique,”

savs Savage. In the case of the Taos home, this includes

a stairwell tower made all of glass, “They're very eclectic,

and they can do any style that totally fits in with the sur-

roundings,” he continues. “They don’t try to put a particu- or the walls nasler bedroom, Kristin Jenser

lar style to where you are, but it always fits in with the shade of red from Benjamin Moare, a col

natural environment and the architecture unique to that quiets the reom,” she says, Jensen purchased the print above the bad
particular area.” I by Calhenne Chauvin, at Anderson Ranch's annual art auchion

1] www. ResoriHomeMaganne.com






